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I attended the 183rd Northern Illinois Annual Conference right after hearing the news 
from the Finance Committee that our church had been experiencing a $4,000.00 monthly 
deficit since January 2022. It was a shock to me since we had a successful stewardship 
drive that allowed us to reinstate the musicians’ salaries (which were cut in half during 
the pandemic in 2020-2021) and we were paying one-twelfth of our Apportionment every 
month through June 2022.

The reality made me depressed, and I doubted my effectiveness in ministry. I prayed 
and focused on how to resolve the issues during the Annual Conference sessions. Then, 
the Conference Finance Committee presented a program on how Apportionments are 
distributed to fund the ministry and mission of the Northern Illinois Conference and the 
General Church with the seven funds using the pie charts. The presentation sounded like 
God talking to me, showing me the answer to my prayers. 

NIC Fund

I knew about Apportionments and taught every congregation I served about them. Yet, 
now it made more sense to me, clearer than ever before. I shared this divine revelation 
with my lay leader and planned to present it to the congregation just as it was presented at 
Annual Conference. 

As I put more thought into it before Sunday, it did not make sense to me to teach about 
Apportionments without modeling it. So I calculated the total amount of the apportion-
ments and divided it by the giving units of the congregation. It came to $300.00 per person 
or per giving unit, so I wrote my apportionment check for $300.00.

After the Apportionments presentation with the pie charts during Sunday service, I 
shared my story that I’ve been giving more to the church than ever before due to the great 
needs of the ministry and mission of the church and that the Pastor does not only ask the 
congregation to give but also leads by example.

General Church

Then, I showed my check to the congregation and challenged them to give a one-time 
portion of $300.00—$50.00 monthly, or $12.00 weekly until the end of the year 2022 to 
strengthen the Connectional system of The UMC. Without hearing the reactions or feed-
back from the people that Sunday, I returned home, pulled my hair, and regretted my ac-
tion, thinking, “ ‘Are you crazy?’ Why did you do that? No one seemed to be interested.” 

On the following Tuesday, when I attended the Trustee’s meeting, one of the members 
told me that he had already given $300.00 to the church. Really? The next day, one senior 
member approached me, saying, “what is the name of the $300.00 donation?” “Apportion-
ment!,” I said. “I will bring my portion this Sunday,” he replied. Wow! 

As time passed, I talked about the Apportionment challenge to the leaders at the com-
mittee meetings and urged them to do so. I wrote an article and put the NIC 2022 Appor-
tionment insert into the Sunday worship bulletin. The Stewardship Committee embraced 
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the challenge, and the chairperson also wrote an article on Apportionments in our church newsletter “Connections” and spoke about 
it during the Mission Moment in worship. 

By the end of June, we had collected $2,655. Wow! In July, the congregation gave $4,135 more to Connectional giving. The 
Finance Committee has committed to talking about Apportionments monthly during worship, telling the congregation how the 
apportionments transform lives and strengthen The UMC Connectional system locally, regionally, and globally, using videos on the 
seven World Church Funds.

I heard from the Finance Secretary, “Don’t pull your hair anymore. It works.” And from the Finance Chairperson, “It is my con-
viction that the people will give, especially, when it comes from the Pastor with examples.”  

I initiated this challenge without much confidence about whether it would be successful or not. Yet, over the last year, I have 
learned there is power in asking for money. 

In my first year at Roselle UMC, I visited those who had not given to the church for a few years and found out they were in a 
health crisis. I prayed with them and for them. To my surprise, they gave their annual giving of $6,000. Upon hearing a rumor that 
someone wanted to donate a significant amount of money in memory of his wife toward the online ministry equipment, the Memorial 
Committee chairperson and I met and talked with him about his will for the project. A few months later, he gave $30,000 to cover the 
cost of live-streaming cameras, a computer, and a digital soundboard. When we asked the congregation to help the Ukrainians, we 
collected almost $5,000 for the cause.

Surely, there is power in talking about money and asking. Pastoral leadership, pastoral care, and pastoral modeling in giving 
and cooperation of the lay leadership inspire people to give generously to various causes, including the Apportionments drive. Our 
church, an aging congregation, and struggles with finance. Yet, I know God is not giving up on us, the church. When we do our parts, 
God does work among us to continue to share God’s love and grace in and through our generosity locally, regionally, and globally.

 

Generosity Campaign

Thank you for you
r active particip

ation in the life 
and ministry of the fai

th community of  

Roselle United Methodist Church. 

As we begin this Autumn time of year, we want to express gr
atitude for this y

ear’s blessings. I
t is also now 

time to consider our
 Church Operating budget 

for next year. Y
our annual gener

osity commitment is important to help 

us plan for the y
ear ahead.

Our Church has been v
ery active in the

 Mission of helping
 others locally, r

egionally, and g
lobally. As stated 

in Ephesians 2:10, “we are God’s workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus to do

 good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us t
o do.”

We are very much Christ’s hands an
d feet doing good

 works. All of us give our 
time, talents, and m

oney to 

support our Mission.

Your tithes and of
ferings are very 

important in helpin
g us in our Mission. Your money supports ou

r Operating 

Budget, Connectional Ministry, and Building Fund. This in turn supp
orts all ministries of the C

hurch as well as 

providing space 
for local organiz

ations.

During the past y
ear we have had a Va

cation Bible School, supported
 a PADS initiative to hel

p 200 

children among 350 homeless, helped fin
ancially challeng

ed people with gas and food
 gift cards. We have also 

recognized peopl
e moving away, celebrating b

aptisms, celebrating E
aster,Mother’s and Father’s Day as well as 

those in our vari
ous ministries.

We ask you to join
 us in our Mission by prayerf

ully considering 
your generosity c

ommitment this year. W
ith 

the cost of nearly
 everything incre

asing and the re
al need increasin

g, your commitment to our Mission is more 

important than eve
r.

We thank you in a
dvance for helpin

g us to truly be 
the 

hands and feet o
f our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Your brothers and
 sisters on the S

tewardship Team
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Small groups are a powerful way to deepen your faith, increase your knowledge, and strengthen your friendships. 
Consider giving a small part of your week to being part of a learning group!

 

 

MONDAY MORNING Bible Study
Study:  Eternity is Now in Session by John Ortberg
Led by: Mike McKee
Beginning September 12
Mondays, 10:00 am to 11:30 am
NOTE NEW LOCATION: The Parlor

What is eternal life? Why do we want it? And how do we know if we have it?
Best-selling author John Ortberg dispels the myth that eternal life is something way out 

in outer space that we can only hope to experience after we die - and that being saved is 
merely about meeting the minimal entrance requirements for getting into heaven.

Instead, could it be that the moment we trust Christ, we are initiated into “eternal liv-
ing” with God as a here and now reality, one that will continue beyond our life on this 
earth?  Once we begin the transformative journey of truly knowing God, we can start to 
experience his presence, favor, and resurrection power right here on this earth - in the 
details, tasks, and challenges of daily, ordinary life.

SUNDAY MORNING Bible Study & Discussion Group
Discussion Title:  #BeUMC
Led by: Susan Dal Porto
Beginning September 11
Sundays, 9:00 am to 10:15 am
Location: Church Library

The United Methodist Church has a rich history of ministry and 
mission that spans the world. That history continues through the 
countless ways The connectional United Methodist Church is made up 
of followers of Christ who seek to serve the last, the lost, and the least.  
In this discussion, we will use readings from Scripture and our Unit-
ed Methodist tradition and go a little deeper, focusing on reviewing the passages in context. Come 
and refresh your understanding of the basics of the Methodist Faith and share your experiences and 
thoughts about Christianity and Methodism today. The hope is that these reflections will help us dig 
deeper into familiar passages and discover ideas that we may have never encountered before. 

groupssmall
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Start digging through your favorite Soup and Chili recipes to find the one that will win the Best 
Soup or Best Chili prize and bragging rights. 

Bring a Crockpot of Chili or Soup to share, and enter the Cook-off. You can bring your crockpot 
downstairs to Langdon Hall and plug it in while you are in worship ser-
vice. We will serve after the Worship Service, between 11:45 am and NooN.

You can taste any or all of the entries, and vote for one soup and one 
chili you like best. We will have small tasting cups, as well as bowls for 
a full serving. Roselle UMW will supply the grated cheese, diced onion, 
crackers and bread as the accompaniments to the soup and chili, a salad 
bar, desserts and Beverages.
Prizes:

Two $25.00 gift cards will be 
awarded, one in each category, 
and a certificate for Bragging 
Rights!

Admission:
If you bring a crockpot to share your suggested do-

nation is $5.00. If you are coming to sample or eat, the 
suggested donation is $8.00.

Proceeds will benefit the Missions and Ministries of 
the United Women in Faith

Soup& Chili

Cook-off
Sunday, October 16
Following Worship Service - about 11:45 am - Langdon Hall

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

Do something GRAND on Grandparents' Day
Celebrate your life with your grandchildren:
• Invite you adult children and your grandchildren to attend church with you
• Have a family brunch/lunch/dinner together
• Tell your grandchildren some of the things you remember when you were their age
• Go to a sports event together
• Watch a family friendly movie together
• Look at old photos of you, when you were a child
• Look at your wedding photos with your grandchildren
• Look at photos of your children (their parents) as they were growing up
• Tell amusing stories of some of the funny things your children (their parents) did when they 

were young
• Reminisce about things you remember from your grandparents
• And most important of all ... take a family photo! 



WELCOME BACKSunday

 

September 18, 2022
Worship with us at 10:30 am

Open House and Fellowship at 11:30 am
Roselle United Methodist Church
206 S Rush St - Roselle, IL 60172

630-529-1309

Roselle UMC Welcomes all God's People. 
If this your first time visiting RUMC,  

If you come once in a while, If you worship with us online, 
If you come every week, If Covid kept you away, 

All of YOU are Welcome Here!
Come and discover all that Roselle UMC has to offer. 

We are a family here and we warmly invite you 
to explore being part of this loving, serving family.
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The United Methodist Church comprises many voices. As the 
debate on the church’s future has demonstrated, United Method-
ists do not speak with one voice and perspective. Many voices 
compete for attention, influence and acceptance.

A major gap in the global conversation of The United Meth-
odist Church is the lack of voices from Latin America, the na-
tions of origin of Latin American immigrants. Sharing Wes-
leyan theological roots does not result in an automatic sense of 
identity and ownership with The United Methodist Church. And 
we must not forget the U.S.-born Hispanic/Latino Methodists 
who have been Methodists for generations, but may represent 
different social positions and economic classes.

During National Hispanic Heritage Month—and throughout 
the year—The United Methodist Church is called to incorporate 
and listen to Hispanic voices and speak out in support of them 
to be heard. The church must structure itself in such a way that 
it is able to include Hispanics/Latinos at the table, dialogue with 
them and include them in the mainstream of church life. United 
Methodists also must be in solidarity with them as they struggle 
to have a voice in the public forum.

The voices of Hispanics/Latinos are vital to our communi-
ties and the entire nation, as well as to The United Methodist 
Church. God speaks to us through them. We must listen to the 
voices of the marginalized and blend our voices in a liberating 
chorus for ministry and social justice.

Adapted from “Church Must Hear Hispanic/Latino Voices,”  
the Rev. David Maldonado, United Methodist News,  
Nov. 24, 2020. Used by permission.

Interesting Facts:
• National Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated 

from Sept. 15 through Oct. 15, began in the United 
States to highlight the history, culture and contri-
butions of Hispanic-Americans—specifically those 
whose ancestors came from the Caribbean, Central 
and South America, Mexico and Spain. Communi-
ties honor the achievements of Hispanic and Latino 
Americans with festivals and educational activities.

• Hispanic Heritage Week began in 1968 under President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. President Ronald Reagan later extend-
ed it to a 30-day celebration. It was enacted into law in 
August 1988.

• The dates are significant because Sept. 15 is the 

 independence anniversary for Latin American coun-
tries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Nicaragua. The independence days of Mexico 
and Chile are Sept. 16 and Sept. 18, respectively.

• During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we rec-
ognize the achievements and contributions of His-
panic Americans in The United Methodist Church 
and around the world who have inspired others to 
achieve success.

• The Hispanic community in the U.S. is made up of 
20 different countries of origin, each with their own 
history and culture.

Commentary from Michelle Maldonado
I celebrate our resilience as a people. The strength and will-

power to pull though any difficulties in life is part of the His-
panic DNA. I celebrate our collective accomplishments. More 
Hispanics have pursued degrees and graduated with higher ed-
ucation than ever before. Hispanic- owned companies have dou-
bled the growth rate of all businesses across the U.S. Hispanics 
also had the largest homeownership gain of any ethnic group in 
the United States. And that’s to name just a few things.

I celebrate the cultural impact our presence has in the U.S. 
More people, not just Spanish speakers, are listening to Latin 
music than Country for the first time in history. In recent years, 
there has been more Hispanic representation in pop culture. 
More recently, TV series are telling Hispanic stories with His-
panic actors. More Hispanic actors have also been cast in movies 
and televisions series playing central roles - rather than stereo-
typical bad person or gang member. Over the years, DC Comics 
and Marvel significantly increased representation of Hispanic in 
their comics, with DC having significantly more Hispanic he-
roes than villains.

And we can’t forget about the food. (Oh the food!) Most no-
tably Mexican food has become a staple of this country and can 
be found almost everywhere. Other countries’ cuisine is also 
widely available. While Cuban, Dominican and Puerto Rican 
food and ingredients are easily found in supermarkets and local 
restaurants on the East Coast of the U.S., more Central Ameri-
can food, like Salvadorian and Nicaraguan, are found out West. 
If you are fortunate to live in a diverse state, you can easily see 
the influence of Central, South American and Caribbean food in 
local cuisine.
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Mission and Ou reach

 

These mission projects are linked to scripture. Jesus’ blessings 
during his Sermon on the Mount as recounted in Matthew 5, known 
as the beatitudes. The projects and ministries described in Mission 
Links are matched with one or more beatitudes that allow the church 
to ‘advance’ the cause of Christ and work for the public good. The 
projects are organized to allow local churches to make a commit-
ment to support local, regional, and international mission proj-
ects. When giving to Mission Links, you can fill in the amount on 
your giving envelope, or you can write a separate check and write  
‘Mission Links’ on the memo line of the check. 

October donations to Mission Links will benefit UMCOR  
(United Methodist Committee on Relief) -  
Global Refugee/Migration Response.  

Every day, people are running in fear. Every day, people are looking 
for safety and new places to call home. Every day, people are looking for 
hope and ways to rebuild their lives. Every day, we are called to welcome 
the stranger. From its origins in 1940, UMCOR has alleviated “suffering without regard to race or creed,” 
starting with the refugees displaced by World War II in Asia and Europe. Since that time, UMCOR has in-
tentionally helped the most vulnerable of this world find hope. UMCOR partners with churches that assist  
migrants of all types with the right to stay, the right to safe passage, the right to welcome and the right to return 
with dignity. More than 25 global missionaries and Global Mission Fellows are engaged in migrant and refu-
gee ministries around the world. Now more than ever, the church needs to act boldly not only to welcome the 
stranger but also to change the structures and systems of power that seek to exclude and divide. For instance, 
we need to recognize obstacles to the welfare of refugees and work to prevent the government of the United 
States from dismantling its capacity to resettle refugees and receive people seeking asylum. Caring for the 
stranger is at the heart of Christian ministry, a part of who we are as a church; it is a transforming, noble service 
in the name of Jesus Christ.

November donations to Mission Links will benefit a Northern Illinois Conference project,  
Buddy Bags of Dixon (Illinois). 

Started during the 2012-2014 school year, Buddy Bags of Dixon provides food to identified low  
income students within the Dixon Public School District. Sacks containing enough food for two breakfasts, 
two lunches, and two snacks are given to each identified student for the weekend. In 2015, 52.2% of the enrolled 
students were considered low income, an increase of 5.3% since 2014 (46.9%). As the number of identified 
students increases, so does the financial need. This ministry utilizes the volunteer and monetary support of 
local congregations, businesses and individual community volunteers. For more information, contact Board 
President Joyce Craney at 815-440-6290, or buddybagsofdixon@yahoo.com. 

September donations to Mission Links will benefit the RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry.
September is “Hunger Action Month” and is meant to bring awareness to the plight of food insecurity 

in our communities. This is the time we educate everyone regarding who is effected by it. Donations to the 
RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry will help to feed families in need, right here in the Roselle/Blooming-
dale area. Whether you support the Food Pantry with gifts of food or cash donations, you will be helping your 
community neighbors. Over the last year the number of families needing food assistance has greatly increased 
and they are now serving more people than ever before. 

Cash donations to the Food Pantry multiply themselves. For every $1.00 donated the Food Pantry can pur-
chase $8.00 worth of food at the Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

If you find yourself in need of services from the Food Pantry, contact Vicki Johnson 630-529-1309 exten-
sion 5 to register and set up an appointment. The RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry is open on Saturday 
mornings by appointment only.

Volunteer opportunities are always available. 
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Greetings Wonderful Volunteers, 

Thank you for being one of the most essential compo-
nents of our mission to end homelessness. As we celebrate 
National Nonprofit Day, we are most grateful for your 
commitment and support that allows us to accomplish 
life-changing kindness for our clients young and old. 
With your involvement we are providing shelter and 
support for 309 individuals including 134 children. It is 
simply remarkable, and your incredible volunteer efforts 
have helped us to achieve more support and opportunities 
for each guest to feel valued and prepare for the next step 
towards a place they too can call home.

Together at the Interim Housing Center this year vol-
unteers like you have helped us to accomplish wonderful 
things like the following:

• Established a volunteer powered laundry program op-
erating seven days-a-week maintaining clean towels 
and linens for each family and individual.  
Thank you Steve and laundry room volunteers!

• Organized more than 50 volunteer groups to provide 
dinner service four nights-a-week in room 106.  
Thank you Sandy and food giving volunteers!

• Collected and distributed tens of thousands of food 
and personal care products.  
Thank you donors! 

• Provided three days of resource shopping each week 
so clients may have the dignity of choice. Thank you 
resource room volunteers.

• And assisted 700+ guests with day-to-day needs at 
our front office.  
Thank you front desk volunteers.

There is so much more incredible volunteer support 
happening daily to recognize and celebrate, and these are 
just some of the outstanding accomplishments you have 
helped us to achieve this year. You are essential to our on-
going success, and as we acknowledge the positive impact 
that nonprofit organizations have on our local community 
during National Nonprofit Day we’re so grateful to do this 

 

DuPagePads
The Solution to End Homelessness

A Letter of Appreciation from 
Chad Pedgio,
DuPage Pads Volunteer,
DuPage Pads Donor, 
and
DuPage Pads Vice President  
    of Development

work in partnership with you! If you have been waiting 
to get back and be involved, now is the time to connect 
with Suzanne Thibeault, Volunteer Manager, and explore 
ways you can make a powerful impact on the lives of so 
many in our care. If you’re one of the amazing volunteers 
who are already making our mission stronger today, thank 
you!

Looking ahead, we have some wonderful upcoming 
volunteer happenings to engage in. Please mark your 
calendars and join us for the following! 

August 21, 2022—Volunteer Appreciation Event 
was celebrated at Old Naperville Day: DuPagePads 
is the beneficiary during this free admission block 
party celebration and provided the first 100 volunteers 
to visit our DuPagePads’ info tent with vouchers for 
free food and drink. Additionally, volunteers with 10+ 
years of service were recognized on stage between 
acts. 

September 17, 2022—DuPagePads’ Walk 4 Home 
This two-mile community walk will take place at 
College of DuPage and be immediately followed by a 
family fun day celebration. This is the perfect oppor-
tunity for youth groups, families, community orga-
nizations, and individuals to show their support for 
ending homelessness in our community and helping 
neighbors reach a stable place to call home. Sign up 
today! 

November 2, 2022—DuPagePads’ Wake Up Your 
Spirit Day This 20th annual breakfast brings together 
community leaders, volunteers, and donors to hear 
inspiring stories of our clients transformation from 
homeless and alone to a place they can call home!

We hope you will join us for some or all of these won-
derful opportunities to show your support, and we thank 
you for being the force for good that makes each day 
better at DuPagePads. We are so thankful you believe in 
our clients, and our mission, proving together we can end 
homelessness! 



HHoly Communion joins us in Christian unity. This sac-oly Communion joins us in Christian unity. This sac-
rament invites us to focus on the holiness of communion rament invites us to focus on the holiness of communion 
with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday 
- United Methodists, in conjunction with other denomina-- United Methodists, in conjunction with other denomina-
tions and believers worldwide, participate in communion tions and believers worldwide, participate in communion 
to recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  to recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
This universal and inclusive connection is the foundation This universal and inclusive connection is the foundation 
of the special offering for World Communion Sunday.of the special offering for World Communion Sunday.

Your donations support racial and ethnic students in Your donations support racial and ethnic students in 
achieving their educational goals and transforming com-achieving their educational goals and transforming com-
munities. In 2021, World Communion Sunday offerings munities. In 2021, World Communion Sunday offerings 
awarded 242 scholarships and grants. Your generosity con-awarded 242 scholarships and grants. Your generosity con-
tinues to provide scholarships, grants, mentoring and train-tinues to provide scholarships, grants, mentoring and train-
ing for leadership development. The needs exceed what we ing for leadership development. The needs exceed what we 
can fund and your gifts can further growth and success.  can fund and your gifts can further growth and success.  

Fifty percent of the offering provides scholarships for Fifty percent of the offering provides scholarships for 
graduate students from the U.S. and other countries.graduate students from the U.S. and other countries.

Thirty-five percent supports racial and ethnic scholar-Thirty-five percent supports racial and ethnic scholar-
ships for students pursuing ordained ministry (deacon or ships for students pursuing ordained ministry (deacon or 
elder) and includes a mentoring program.elder) and includes a mentoring program.

Fifteen percent funds Ethnic-In-Service Training Grant Fifteen percent funds Ethnic-In-Service Training Grant 
for leadership development, recruitment, training, and re-for leadership development, recruitment, training, and re-
tention of ethnic United Methodist persons in leadership tention of ethnic United Methodist persons in leadership 
positions in every level of the church and its ministry.positions in every level of the church and its ministry.

The United Methodist Church, the world and our com-The United Methodist Church, the world and our com-
munities are in a time of transition. Now, perhaps more than munities are in a time of transition. Now, perhaps more than 
ever, we are called to extend healing and hope which will ever, we are called to extend healing and hope which will 
guide us to becoming a new creation in Christ. Through guide us to becoming a new creation in Christ. Through 
our gifts and support, we can invest in talented, qualified our gifts and support, we can invest in talented, qualified 
students from around the globe to transform the world as students from around the globe to transform the world as 
witnesses for Christ!witnesses for Christ!

World Communion Sunday sup-
ports strong future leaders
“World Communion Sunday schol-
arships are working for the present 
and future of The United Methodist 
Church,”— Johnny Henry Llerena 
Zegarra

WCS Scholarship helps student 
pursue PhD in Pakistan
“The tuition support is allowing me to 
focus on my studies,” — Ayra Indrias 
Patras

Dr. Karl Wesley E. Dillozon checks 
the blood pressure of a patient. 
WCS Leadership Scholar pursues 
a medical degree
“My calling is to be a doctor and God 
wants me to use my knowledge and 
skills to help others. In the Philippines, 
there are a lot of people dying without 
even seeing a doctor.” — Karl Wesley 
E. Dillozon, Centro  
Escolar University, Manila, Philippines

Scholarship prepares Pagulayan 
to pursue climate justice
“I want to help people in the margins 
and to share the love and shalom of 
God.” — Sotico V. Pagulayan, III

WCS scholarship gives hope to 
Clarice Ndaya Kadima
“I use to hear people talk about 
miracles but today I can testify of the 
miracles in my life because the WCS 
scholarship ....” — Clarice Ndaya Kad-
ima, Africa University

DACA student grateful for Ethnic 
Scholarship
“My faith in Christ is going to guide me 
in the right direction, even when hope is 
lost,” — Silvia Quezada

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Silvia Quezada

Clarice Ndaya 
Kadima

Sotico V.  
Pagulayan III

Karl Wesley E. 
Dillozon

Ayra Indrias Patras

Johnny Henry  
Llerena Zegarra

 

Think of all the people, in all the countries of the world that 
your donation to World Communion Sunday will help, and 
each of those people will touch the lives of so many more.

World Communion Sunday = World ScholarshipsWorld Communion Sunday = World Scholarships
YOUR DONATION TO WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY WILL HELP TO SUPPORT STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD
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October 22, 2022, The United Methodist Church recognizes Children’s Sabbath, a time to reflect on God’s gift of 
children, and ways congregations and individuals can renew their commitment to care for, protect and advocate for all 
children.

The Children’s Defense Fund has led and organized The National Observance of Children’s Sabbath since 1991. This 
ecumenical celebration brings together people of all faiths to address the needs of children.

“United Methodists have historically been strong supporters of the Children's Sabbath,” reports Melanie C. Gordon, 
Director of Ministry with Children at Discipleship Ministries.

“The focus for Children’s Sabbath is to look deeply at the needs of children, those local and worldwide, and pray for 
them,” shares the Rev. Leanne Hadley, founder of A Time for Children that coaches United Methodist congregations in 
developing ministries with children. “The goal is to recognize the needs of children and pray; and during the prayer time, 
to discern where God might be calling us as the church and as individuals to act.”

Gordon adds, “Children’s Sabbath allows us the opportunity to take a fresh look each year at the needs of children in 
the neighborhoods where we worship, work, and live; and then discover ways to address or meet those needs as people of 
God.”

Information and action

“People want to think of childhood as a carefree time of joy and happiness,” Hadley reports, “but the reality for kids 
today is very different. They have needs. They suffer. They worry. They need their emotions to be noticed and prayed for. 
That is what the Children’s Sabbath is all about.”

United Methodists and our predecessor bodies have a long history of ministering to the needs of children. John and 
Charles Wesley’s Holy Club taught the poor children of Oxford. John Wesley founded, led and wrote curriculum for the 
Kingswood School that grew out of the ministries of the New Room in Bristol, England. United Methodist-related Ot-
terbein University and Albright College are named for Jacob Albright founder of the Evangelical Association and Philip 
Otterbein of the United Brethren in Christ, predecessor bodies of The United Methodist Church.

“Works of mercy are part of our history as Methodists,” Gordon says, “and continue to be a central part of how we ad-
dress justice issues in our world. This aligns with the purpose of the Children’s Sabbath—advocating for the quality care 
of all children.”

Churches are encouraged to raise awareness of children’s issues and to provide opportunities for congregations and 
individuals to develop and participate in ministries that benefit the children of their community and congregation.

Hadley encourages United Methodists also to, “Look at the needs of the children in the community and take one 
action. Can you imagine each United Methodist church doing one thing? We could make a huge impact in the lives of 
children.

Children’s Sabbath 
A time to reflect on the needs of childrenA time to reflect on the needs of children

 

We Filled Their Backpacks!
Thanks to the Roselle United Methodist Women, the Roselle United Methodist Church and the Roselle 

UMC Community Food Pantry we were able to purchase the school supplies for eight students in grades 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. 

The families of the RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry were grateful to everyone for helping to 
prepare their young students for the 2022-2023 school year. 

The lists of supplies were long, and each grade has a unique list of supplies appropriate for the ages 
and grade level. But we met the challenge! We collected, sorted, labeled and packed hundreds of items 
to distribute to the students. Shoppers brought in bags of crayons, markers, scissors, spiral notebooks, 
pocket folders, dry erase markers, pencils, pencil sharpeners, and a myriad of other items. We included 
large bottles of hand sanitizer, boxes of facial tissue, rolls of paper towels and assorted sizes of self sealing 
plastic storage bags. Most of the smaller supplies were packed into their backpacks. In addition, generous 
financial donations were received and used to purchase some of the more expensive items like Chrome-
book covers and items for special-needs students. Thank you to each and everyone of you. Your gifts were 
greatly appreciated and will make a difference in the lives of these young students. 

Thank you for your generosity.

10    Fall 2022
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All Saints Day
Sunday, November 5, 2022

Remembrance of Our Loved Ones
A service of Remembrance of Our Loved Ones 

who have entered into Eternal Life will be held on 
Sunday, November 5, 2022. 

Those who have lost loved ones in the last year, 
family or friends, will be asked to 

light a candle in remembrance. 
Please call the Roselle UMC office— 630-529-1309 —

by Friday, October 28 and give Chris Wachna 
the names of your loved ones. 

The names will be listed in a special keepsake booklet. 
If known, please include the year of birth 

and the date of passing. 

What is Reformation Day?

Reformation Day is a day set aside to recognize, remember, and 
celebrate the Protestant Reformation. In some countries, it is ob-
served as an official holiday. It remembers Martin Luther and 
the central role he played in the reform movement that split the 
western church of Rome.

When is it observed?

Reformation Day is October 31 of every year. That is the day 
in 1517 when Dr. Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses 
to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. It 
was Luther's act that caused the initial furor that resulted in the 
Reformation. Luther had earned his Doctor of Theology degree 
in Wittenberg and was a respected professor there, as well as 
the assistant pastor of the Castle Church. Luther chose Octo-
ber 31 because it was the day before All Saints' Day. The Cas-
tle Church's front door opened on a main street of the city, and 
it was a good place to post a notice for public viewing. Luther 
knew that on the next day, November 1 — All Saints' Day — the 
church would be filled with worshipers, many of whom were ed-
ucated and literate. His act of posting his Ninety-Five Theses on 
the door was the equivalent of publishing a journal article, tak-
ing out a newspaper ad, or putting up an Internet website today. 
Reformation Day is most often observed today on the Sunday 
prior to October 31, this year Reformation Sunday will be cele-
brated on October 29.

Why did Luther post his 95 Theses?

There were numerous reasons identified in the theses. Luther ad-
dressed a number of objectionable teachings and doctrines, in-
cluding salvation by works and the practice of selling indulgenc-
es. These were actual certificates that people could purchase 
from the Church that absolved them of their sins and promised 
their salvation and eternal life. Pope Leo X called for the sale 
of indulgences in Germany to help raise money to complete the 
construction of Saint Peter's Cathedral in Rome. The Pope said 
that those who purchased these indulgences would be absolved 
of all sin. Some of Luther's parishioners purchased these indul-
gences and asked Luther about their validity. This led directly to 
his posting of the 95 Theses.

Reformation Themes

Luther argued that salvation could not be obtained by purchasing 
indulgences, through works of charity, by making a pilgrimage, 
or by performing other acts of piety and devotion. He argued 
that salvation was an act of God, given by grace through our 
faith in Jesus Christ. God has already provided for our salvation 
by the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus; and salvation 
is ours to accept through faith, not to achieve through works. A 
second major theme of the Reformation is the priesthood of all 
believers, meaning that Christians do not need an intermediary 

between them and God. It was the right and duty of all Chris-
tians to enter into their own personal relationship with God, to 
read the Bible and worship in their own language, and to pray 
directly to God rather than through another's efforts.

Importance to us today

As United Methodists today, nearly 500 years after the start of 
the Reformation, what is its significance to us? Why even ob-
serve it? After all, we are not the descendants of Luther. Our 
roots are deep in the Anglican tradition: Both John and Charles 
Wesley were priests in the Church of England. There are a num-
ber of reasons we should observe the day. The themes of the 
Reformation remain the great themes and principles of our own 
faith today. The great schism that occurred in the church re-
mains with us. Our fractured denominations have entered into 
dialogue and cooperative activities that have brought us closer 
together. Today we may observe Reformation Day with a sense 
of moving toward unity and community. It is an opportunity to 
repent of the sins and excesses of the past and to celebrate our 
common faith, even if we still cannot celebrate a common ritual 
and sacrament. Reformation today can represent healing of old 
wounds as, together, we all work to build and strengthen Christ’s 
church and love one another as Christ has loved us.

Reformation Day: What, Why?Reformation Day: What, Why?
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Thanksgiving is a special time to gather with friends and family. This is also a 
time to be thankful for our blessings and share with those who are in need. Our 
Mission & Outreach Committee and the RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry 
have already been making their plans to provide for those in need.

You can make it a Happy Thanksgiving by giving a donation of $20.00 to pur-
chase a Thanksgiving dinner for a family in need. The dinners come boxed from 
the Northern Illinois Food Bank and include a turkey, vegetables and all the other 
fixings for a holiday feast for eight people.

Please help make the holidays brighter for our Food Pantry clients this year. 
Donations for the Thanksgiving Holiday Meal Package will be accepted starting 
on Sunday, September 18. When paying by check, please make the check payable 
to RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry with Holiday Meal in the memo line. 
Checks may be brought to church and given to representatives from the Mission & 
Outreach Committee; mailed to the church or put it the mailbox at the north end of 
the building by the stairs.

Gobble! Gobble! 
Buy a turkey dinner for a RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry Family

Delicious Turkey Dinner for Thanksgiving, only 
$20.00, enough food for up to eight people.

Before we carved pumpkins, the Irish 
chiseled creepy faces onto turnips. 
Pumpkins with ghoulish faces illumi-
nated by candles are a sure sign of the 
Halloween season. The practice of deco-
rating jack-o’-lanterns originated in Ire-
land, where large turnips and potatoes 
served as early canvasses. In fact, the 
name, jack-o’-lantern, comes from an 
Irish folktale about a man named Stingy 
Jack. Irish immigrants brought the tra-
dition to America, home of the pump-
kin, and it became an integral part of 
Halloween festivities.

The Legend of “Stingy Jack”

People have been making jack-o’-lanterns at Halloween 
for centuries. The practice originated from an Irish myth 
about a man nicknamed “Stingy Jack.” According to the 
story, Stingy Jack invited the Devil to have a drink with 
him. True to his name, Stingy Jack didn’t want to pay for 
his drink, so he convinced the Devil to turn himself into a 
coin that Jack could use to buy their drinks. Once the Devil 
did so, Jack decided to keep the money and put it into his 
pocket next to a silver cross, which prevented the Devil 
from changing back into his original form. 

Jack eventually freed the Devil, under the condition that 
he would not bother Jack for one year and that, should Jack 

How Jack O’Lanterns Originated /AN IRISH MYTH

 

die, he would not claim his soul. The next 
year, Jack again tricked the Devil into 
climbing into a tree to pick a piece of fruit. 
While he was up in the tree, Jack carved a 
sign of the cross into the tree’s bark so that 
the Devil could not come down until the 
Devil promised Jack not to bother him for 
ten more years.

Soon after, Jack died. As the legend 
goes, God would not allow such an unsa-
vory figure into heaven. The Devil, upset 
by the trick Jack had played on him and 
keeping his word not to claim his soul, 
would not allow Jack into hell. He sent 

Jack off into the dark night with only a burning coal to light 
his way. Jack put the coal into a carved-out turnip and has 
been roaming the Earth with ever since. The Irish began 
to refer to this ghostly figure as “Jack of the Lantern,” and 
then, simply “Jack O’Lantern.”

In Ireland and Scotland, people began to make their own 
versions of Jack’s lanterns by carving scary faces into tur-
nips or potatoes and placing them into windows or near 
doors to frighten away Stingy Jack and other wandering 
evil spirits. In England, large beets are used. Immigrants 
from these countries brought the jack-o’-lantern tradition 
with them when they came to the United States. They soon 
found that pumpkins, a fruit native to America, make per-
fect jack-o’-lanterns.
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The morning of January 12, 1888, was unusually mild, following a punishing cold spell. It was warm enough 
for the homesteaders of the Dakota Territory to venture out again, and for their children to return to school 
without their heavy coats—leaving them unprepared when disaster struck. At the hour when most prairie 
schools were letting out for the day, a terrifying, fast-moving blizzard blew in without warning. Schoolteach-
ers as young as sixteen were suddenly faced with life and death decisions: Keep the children inside, to risk 
freezing to death when fuel ran out, or send them home, praying they wouldn’t get lost in the storm?

Based on actual oral histories of survivors, this gripping novel follows the stories of Raina and Gerda Olsen, two sisters, both 
schoolteachers—one becomes a hero of the storm and the other finds herself ostracized in the aftermath. It’s also the story of Anette 
Pedersen, a servant girl whose miraculous survival serves as a turning point in her life and touches the heart of Gavin Woodson, a 
newspaperman seeking redemption. It was Woodson and others like him who wrote the embellished news stories that lured northern 
European immigrants across the sea to settle a pitiless land. Boosters needed them to settle territories into states, and they didn’t care 
what lies they told these families to get them there—or whose land it originally was.

At its heart, this is a story of courage, of children forced to grow up too soon, tied to the land because of their parents’ choices. It 
is a story of love taking root in the hard prairie ground, and of families being torn asunder by a ferocious storm that is little remem-
bered today—because so many of its victims were immigrants to this country.

 

 

 

 

Author Lisa Wingate drew upon her relationship with her grandmother for inspiration in writing Tending 
Roses. Her sensitive and able crafting of language, character, and situation pierces through the turmoil and 
stress of everyday life, illuminating its message with almost painful intensity: “Maybe you should start want-
ing less.” Wingate’s words resonate as readers are introduced to Kate Bowman, her architect husband Ben, 
and their infant son. Kate, on maternity leave from her high-profile Chicago job, has been given the unenvi-
able task of convincing her increasingly frail and forgetful grandmother that she can no longer live alone on 
the Missouri farm that has been her home for almost half a century. Kate and Ben are struggling to deal with 
mounting debts and medical bills as they strive to build a lifestyle, rather than a life. Frustrated by dealing 

with her stubborn, if well-meaning, grandmother, Kate finds solace and clarity in Grandma Rose’s handwritten journal. The simple 
stories of earlier, less complicated times renew Kate’s understanding of the truly important things in life. Through the journal, Kate 
discovers the essence of the remarkable Grandma Rose and is forced to reevaluate her priorities and those of her family.

Simply put, Wingate’s aim is to exhort readers to “stop and smell the roses.” The daily race to achieve and have more, more, more 
is clearly and all-too-accurately portrayed in these pages. I guarantee readers will stop to think of their own lives and where they are 
spending their energies. Let's hope Lisa Wingate has other relatives as inspiring as Grandma Rose for future novels.

Book Discussion GroupBook Discussion Group
The Roselle UMC Book Discussion Group meets the first Monday of every month at 7:00 pm. 
Meetings are hybrid, in-person in the Church Library or on Zoom, please check the weekly 
eblast for the link to the zoom session. 
Book Discussion Group will not meet in December.
If you have any questions, please contact Susan Wadkins at susan.wadkins@sbcglobal.net

Monday, Labor Day, September 5 at 7:00 pm
in Person in the Church Library or on Zoom (see eblast for link)
Tending Roses
by Lisa Wingate

Monday, October 3 at 7:00 pm
in Person in the Church Library or on Zoom (see eblast for link)
The Children’s Blizzard
by Melanie Benjamin

?
Monday, November 7 at 7:00 pm
in Person in the Church Library or on Zoom (see eblast for link)
A Biography of your choice

Choose a biography you are interested in reading for November, and share with the Book Discussion Group.
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Veterans’ Day 2022 is a federal holiday (previously known as Armistice Day) 
observed annually on November 11, not only in the United States but in many other 
countries throughout the world. In the United States, it is a day that honors all men 
and women that have served as military veterans in the United States Armed Forces. 
Additionally, Veterans’ Day 2022 is the anniversary of the signing of the armistice, 
which ended the World War I hostilities between the Allied nations and Germany in 
1918. Veterans Day 2022 should not be mistaken with Memorial Day; Veterans’ Day 
celebrates the service of all United States military veterans, while Memorial Day 
honors those who died while in military service.
History of Veterans' Day

The history of Veterans’ Day dates back to the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 

November 11th

Veterans’ Day

Veterans’ Day
November 11th

month of 1918 when an armistice between Germany and the Allied nations came into effect, bringing an end to World War I. On 
November 11, 1919, Armistice Day was proclaimed by President Wilson and commemorated United States’ Veterans who served in 
World War I for the first time. In 1926, the United States Congress officially recognized November 11 as the end of World War I and 
declared that day as the anniversary of the armistice.

In the year 1954, Armistice Day officially became known as Veterans’ Day and from then on, became a holiday honoring Ameri-
can veterans of all wars. In 1968 the Uniforms Holiday Bill made an attempt to move Veterans Day to the fourth Monday of October. 
The bill took effect in 1971. However, this caused a lot of confusion as many states disagreed with this decision and continued to 
commemorate Veterans’ Day on November 11. In 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed Public Law which stated that Veterans Day 
would, again, be observed on November 11 from 1978 onwards. Veterans Day 2022 is still celebrated on November 11.
Traditions of Veterans’ Day

Traditionally Veterans’ Day 2022 is viewed as a time of honor and remembrance. Annually, an official wreath-laying ceremony is 
held each Veterans’ Day at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, while parades, church services 
and other celebrations are held throughout the United States. In many places the American flag is hung at half-mast. A period of 
silence lasting two minutes may be held at 11:00 am. Additionally, many schools choose to mark the occasion with special assemblies 

Roselle United Methodist Church
General Operating Fund July 2021 to June 2022

   Over (Under) % of
 Actual Budget Budget  Budget
 Income $ 244,201.31 $  256,744.00 $ (12,542.69) 95%
Vibrant Worship $ 94,472.48 $ 97,037.87 $ (2,565.39) 97%
Vital Faith   $ 2,012.34 $ 2,145.00 $ (132.66) 94%
Changing Lives $ 28,571.75 $ 30,129.00 $ (1,557.25) 95%
Administrative $ 45,367.70 $ 48,813.17 $ (3,445.47) 93%
Building  $ 87,908.84 $ 87,715.00 $ 3,193.84 104% 
     Total Expenses $ 258,333.11 $ 262,840.04 $ 4,506.93 98% 
Total Gain (Loss) $ (14,131.80) $ 5,289.07 $ (8,035.76) 232%

 Roselle United Methodist Church
 Cash and Investment Account 
 Balances as of June 30,2022

Operating (General) Fund $ 24,743.37
Benevolence Fund  $ 12,101.21
Building Fund  $ 40,320.13
Financial Gifts Fund  $ 19,290.13 
 Total Cash in Banks $ 96,454.84
Financial Gifts Fund Investments  $ 67,780.07
 Total Cash and Investments $ 164,234.91

Financially Speaking ...

June marked the end of our fiscal year. We ended our year with a 
loss of $14,132 which means we spent $14,000 more than we received. 
Church leaders are developing a new budget that will meet the needs 
of our ministry teams based upon the anticipated funds received.

The Connectional Giving special offering is off to a great start. 
Our total apportionment goal for 2022 is $27,708. As of August 31 st 
, we have collected $8,170 for Connectional Giving and paid $15,854 
to the Conference. Thanks to everyone who is helping us pay our 
apportionment by accepting the challenge to give an additional con-
tribution towards Connectional Giving.
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RoselleUMC Community Food Pantry is at the forefront of eliminat-
ing hunger in our community. But they need a little help from you, 
every month they ask for special items that are in short supply. Buy 
a few things, from the list below, and just place them in the wooden 
collection box at the top of the stairs. Or give a financial donation to 
the Food Pantry, just indicate on your giving envelope, or one of the 
envelopes in the pew-rack how much you would like to donate to the 

Food Pantry. If writing a separate check, please put ‘Food Pantry’ on the memo line of your check. 

Fall Needs for the Food Pantry
For the months of September, October and November the Food Pantry is asking for donations of:

Canned Tomatoes, Canned Tomato Sauce, Canned Tomato Paste 
 Side-dishes with Pasta, Rice or Potatoes  

(e.g. Broccoli Cheese Pasta, Rice-a-Roni, Scalloped Potatoes)
Canned Fruit all varieties • Canned Soup or Dried  Soup Mixes

• Pasta Sauce • Toilet Paper

Seniors who are Members of Roselle United Methodist Church
If you find yourself in need of food support please contact Vicki Johnson

 to register for Food Pantry services and to set up an appointment/or to have your food delivered to you.
Call and leave a message

630-529-1309 ext. 5 or email: vicki.johnson@roselleumcpantry.org

 

September is 
Hunger Action Month


