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Dear Family Members of Roselle United Methodist Church,

Easter has become a celebration of spring: days are longer, the grass is 
greening, leaves are popping out on the trees, and flowers bring color back 
into the world. It is a season full of life that has been buried under the 
ground. It is the reason we celebrate Easter.

On that first Easter, the women came to the tomb, wearing their 
Easter outfits, carrying Easter baskets filled with chocolate bunnies and 
marshmallow eggs. No! It was not that victorious. The women were bewil-
dered and afraid, risking their safety to go out into the darkness to buy 
burial spices. They were preparing to say a final goodbye to Jesus, not 
only to Him, but also to their hopes and dreams. Suddenly two young men 
appear, and one says to them: “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised. He isn’t here. Look, here’s the place 
where they laid him.” The darkest place of hopelessness and sorrow, be-
came the place of light, life, hope and promise for them.

Then, the men said to them, “Go to his disciples, especially Peter, and 
tell them that he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, 
just as he told you.” And they ran to the disciples to tell what they heard 
and witnessed. I am curious about why Peter was especially favored to 
receive this news. What would it have meant to Peter that the messengers 
of God had specifically singled him out, asking the disciples to go to Gali-

John 3:16-17-King James Version

For God so loved the world, For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, should not perish, 

but have everlasting life. but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son For God sent not his Son 

into the world to condemn the world; into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved.but that the world through him might be saved.
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lee to meet the risen Jesus? As we have learned about Peter, he had completely collapsed 
under sin and failure. He committed the worst kind of denials. Peter was defeated and full 
of shame and sadness. His ministry, his goals, ambition, dreams and hopes, everything 
was dead and gone.

Jesus singles him out to make sure he receives the most important news. Jesus opened 
the door for the restoration of Peter’s call to ministry. The words Especially Peter offer 
us hope and grace. Failure cannot separate us from the risen Savior’s love. Even though 
Peter’s failure was as bad as any of sins ... CHRIST’S LOVE WAS GREATER THAN PE-
TER’S FAILURE and ours.  Christ’s love is based on grace, not human effort. God’s grace 
is unmerited favor. That means that you cannot do anything to deserve it. You cannot 
earn it by good deeds or by extra effort. The only proper response to grace is to receive it. 

This grace humbles us because the only way we 
can receive it is when we realize that we don’t 
deserve it.

After hearing the women, the disciple didn’t 
believe them. But Peter ran to the tomb. When 
he bent over to look inside, he saw only the linen 
cloth. Then he returned home, wondering what 
had happened. Peter still was not convinced 
that Christ had risen despite the testimony of 
the women, despite the empty tomb, and despite 
Jesus telling  him a few times that he would 
rise. Peter remained unconvinced that Jesus 
had in fact been raised. He would have thought 
that someone had opened the tomb and removed 
Jesus’ body to desecrate and humiliate him. He 
simply was not sure what to think.

Peter and the other disciples went back to 
fishing, but they caught nothing all night. On 
the way back, closer to the shore the next morn-
ing, they saw a man standing around a fire, 
cooking fish for breakfast. He shouted out to 
them. “So did you catch anything?” “No” they 

shouted in response. The man shouted back, “Cast your net on the right side of the boat 
and you will find some.” As they lowered their nets, suddenly they were filled with so 
many fish, they couldn’t haul in the nets. It was John that instantly knew who the man 
was on the shore. The man there was the same one who had told Simon Peter to cast out 
the nets into the deep water three years earlier, yielding a catch of fish that changed their 
lives forever. “It’s the Lord!” Simon Peter grabbed his cloak, put it on, jumped into the wa-
ter, and ran to Jesus as fast as he could. Peter’s earlier cowardice became changed to cour-
age after encountering and believing the resurrection of Jesus. It is God’s plan to restore 
Peter and mankind to Himself from sinfulness.

Resurrection happens each time someone reaches for recovery. Resurrection happens 
when broken hearts discover the flame of love leaping up again. Resurrection happens 
when relationships that had frozen over and become lifeless grow once more. As sure as 
the seedlings that sprout forth in a burned-out forest, resurrection happens. As sure as 
the night turns to dawn, resurrection happens. Places of our failures and despair can be 
transformed and reborn as places of life, hope, peace, love, and grace. When we are to-
gether with compassion and solidarity, in places of prior failures, resurrection is realized, 
felt, and tasted. In this time of waiting for Easter’s hope, I pray that in the crucifixion of 
Ukrainians, our Lord, who rose from the dead, brings resurrection to Ukraine’s citizens 
and refugees, so that they all celebrate Easter.  I am sure through Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection, God will never break solidarity with us: God’s love for us is constant. This 
love is always and forever the promise of new life.

  Happy Easter, 
  Pastor Hyo Sun Oh

Anne Pierrette Marie Martin, French (1814-1876) The three women on 
the tomb of Christ, painting by Irma Martin, exhibit at the Salon of 
1843. Public Domain. 
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Holy Week...follow Jesus
Sunday, April 10 - Worship Service 10:30 am

Palm Sunday
...the people were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord!” Mark 11:9

Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey to cries of blessings 
from the people. They waved palm branches and threw their 
robes on the ground before him.

Monday, April 11
Then Jesus entered the Temple, and drove out all 
who were selling and buying in the  
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He 
said to them, “My house shall be called a house of 
prayer, but you are making it a den of robbers."  
Matthew 21: 12-13

And the little children cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David” 

Tuesday, April 12
One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good news, the chief 
priests and the scribes came with the elders and said to him, “Tell us, by what authority 
are you doing these things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” He answered them, “I 
will also ask you a question, and you tell me: Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?" Luke 20: 1-4

Jesus’ answer confounds the legal experts; no matter how they 
might respond, it could turn against them. 

Wednesday, April 13
Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Is-
cariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What are 
you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So 
they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. From 
then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him 
over. Matthew 26: 14-16

And so Judas would betrays Jesus with a kiss for 30 pieces of silver. 
But when he tries to atone for his sin by returning the silver, the 
Pharisees and scribes do not care. Full of guilt, Judas hangs him-
self.

 
Unknown - Jesus entry into Jerusalem

Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch) -1635 - Christ Driving 
the Money Changers from the Temple - Etching

 

Julia Stankova (Bulgarian, 1954–), Portrait of 
Judas, 2004. Tempera, gouache, watercolors, and 
lacquer technique on wood, 45 × 60 cm. 
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Thursday, April 14

Holy Thursday
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Matthew 26: 26-28

Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats 

my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise them up at the last day. For my flesh is 
real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and 
I in them. Just as the living Father sent me and I 
live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on 
me will live because of me. This is the bread that 
came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna 
and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live 
forever.” John 6:53-58

Jesus shares the Last Supper with His disciples and tells them 
how their sins are forgiven by what is about to happen. After 
the supper Jesus is arrested and taken before Pilate for trial.

Friday, April 15 - Worship Service 7:30 Pm

Good Friday
A mock trial was held and while this was going on, the people shouted 
to free Barabbas an insurrectionist and murderer. Jesus was sentenced 
to death on a cross. This method of death was humiliating and only 
those who were not Roman citizens could be executed in this manner. 
Jesus was taken to the rock known as the Skull. Jesus and two other 
prisoners were crucified. Jesus spoke from the cross seven times.

‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do’  Luke 23: 34 
‘Today shalt thou be with me in paradise’ Luke 23: 43
‘Woman, behold they son! … Behold thy mother!’  
John 19: 26  
‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’   
Matthew 27: 46
‘I thirst’  John. 19: 28 
‘It is finished’  John 19: 30

He Qi (Chinese, 1950–), Pilate Washing His Hands, 
2007. Oil on canvas. 

 

 
Salvador Dali (1955) The Sacrament of the Last 
Supper - Oil on Canvas 

Hrvoje Marko Peruzović (Croatian, 1971–), Ecce 
Homo (The Mocking of Christ), 2014. Acrylic on 
canvas,   
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Andrea Mantegna, 1431-1506- Crucifixion – Louvre, Paris 
France  From the Predella San Zeno Altarpiece Verona

 

 

 

Marko Ivan Rupnik (Slovenian, 1954–),  
Resurrection of Christ (detail), 2006. Mosaic,  
St. Stanislaus College Chapel,  
Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

 
 

‘Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit’   
Luke 23: 46

Jesus was crucified with two others. Jesus was hastily buried 
because the Sabbath would start at sundown. The women 
return home to prepare spices and ointments, ready to return 
after the Sabbath.

Saturday, April 16

Holy Saturday

The next 
day, the one 
after Prep-
aration Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went 
to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while 
he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days 
I will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his dis-
ciples may come and steal the body and tell the people 
that he has been raised from the dead. This last 
deception will be worse than the first.” 
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb 
as secure as you know how.” So they went and made 
the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and 
posting the guard. Matthew 27:62-66

The guards secure Jesus’ burial place with a stone and a seal.

Sunday, April 17 - Worship Service 10:30 am

Easter Sunday 
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had been rolled away. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, 
and they were alarmed.

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking 
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He 
has risen! He is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 
him, just as he told you.’ ” Mark 16:4-7

Glory! Hallelujah! 
Jesus Christ is Risen!

Hanna Cheriyan Varghese (Malaysian, 1938–2009), 
Who Will Roll Away the Stone?, 1999. Batik.
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Beyond the Broken HeartBeyond the Broken Heart
Grief Support Group Grief Support Group 
Support and Ministry ProgramSupport and Ministry Program

This group will meet Wednesday, April 6 and Wednesday, April 13This group will meet Wednesday, April 6 and Wednesday, April 13
In-Person, Church Library at 10:00 In-Person, Church Library at 10:00 amam
Future dates will be announced, as scheduled. Future dates will be announced, as scheduled. 

Discussion led by Pastor Hyo Sun OhDiscussion led by Pastor Hyo Sun Oh

How does the heart understand grief when it is broken by the death of a loved one? To How does the heart understand grief when it is broken by the death of a loved one? To 
survive and live forward, those who grieve must find answers. Beyond the Broken Heart survive and live forward, those who grieve must find answers. Beyond the Broken Heart 
is an eight-week support and ministry program for those who are grieving the loss of a is an eight-week support and ministry program for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. Author Julie Yarbrough chronicles her personal experience combined with a loved one. Author Julie Yarbrough chronicles her personal experience combined with a 
deep love of scripture and years of leading grief support groups to create an authentic and deep love of scripture and years of leading grief support groups to create an authentic and 
deeply personal exploration of the grief journey. deeply personal exploration of the grief journey. 

Grief Support Group 

PADS clients still are housed in what was the Red Roof Inn mo-
tel. While they have shelter, their financial situation requires 
assistance with food and basic necessities. They need easy to 
prepare food items (they do have microwaves in their rooms), 
personal hygiene items, laundry products, and a few cleaning 
products.  Please refer to this list of urgently needed items.

Book Discussion Group

Molly Arnette is very good at keeping secrets. She lives in San Diego with a husband 
she adores, and they are trying to adopt a baby because they can't have a child on their 
own. But the process of adoption brings to light many questions about Molly’s past and 
her family—the family she left behind in North Carolina twenty years before. The moth-
er she says is dead but who is very much alive. The father she adored and whose death 
sent her running from the small community of Morrison’s Ridge. Her own birth mother 
whose mysterious presence in her family raised so many issues that came to a head. 
The summer of twenty years ago changed everything for Molly and as the past weaves 
together with the present story, Molly discovers that she learned to lie in the very family 
that taught her about pretending. If she learns the truth about her beloved father’s 
death, can she find peace in the present to claim the life she really wants? 

 

 
 

Peeling away the myth to bring the Old Testament’s King David to life in Second Iron 
Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his journey from obscurity to fame, from shepherd 
to soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved king to murderous despot and into his re-
morseful and diminished dotage.

The Secret Chord provides new context for some of the best-known episodes of Da-
vid’s life while also focusing on others, even more remarkable and emotionally intense, 
that have been neglected.  We see David through the eyes of those who love him or fear 
him—from the prophet Nathan, voice of his conscience, to his wives Mikhal, Avigail, 
and Batsheva, and finally to Solomon, the late-born son who redeems his Lear-like old 
age. Brooks has an uncanny ability to hear and transform characters from history, and 
this beautifully written, unvarnished saga of faith, desire, family, ambition, betrayal, 
and power will enthrall her many fans.

 

Monday, May 2 at 7:00 pm - In Person, Church Library
Pretending to Dance
by Diane Chamberlain

Monday, June 6 at 7:00 pm - In Person, Church Library
The Secret Chord
by Geraldine Brooks
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The Church, Your Enduring Legacy
“Encouraging lifelong generosity with God's abundance.”
Guest Speaker Chris Walters
Sunday, May 1 - 10:30 am

If I can show ways to redirect your taxes to benefit your family, your church, and the mission of your core 
values, will you give me 45 minutes to discuss that with you?

Recently I saw the fabricated "last words" of Apple founder Steve Jobs pop up yet again on Facebook. As 
Mr. Jobs was dying from cancer, he supposedly reflected on the vast wealth that he "took so much pride in" 
and how his wealth became "meaningless in the face of impending death." There are some lovely sentiments 
in these fake "last words” of Mr. Jobs: "Treasure love for your family, love for your spouse, love for your 
friends.” Of course we should treasure loved ones, but we don't need the fake words of a dead gazillionaire 
to encourage us to do that. His sister Patty was there when he died, and she said his last words were: "Oh 
wow. Oh wow. Oh wow.” Is hearing someone's "last" words more important than hearing all their other 
words? After telling a parable, Jesus said, "Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."

Chris Walters is an ordained elder, serving as the President and CEO of the United 
Methodist Foundation since 2016. Prior to becoming a pastor, Chris worked numerous 
jobs from shoe salesman to bank teller to 7th grade English teacher to Director of 
Information Technology for a market research firm. Chris is married to Eun-Hye Choi, 
lead pastor of Glenview UMC. Their son Tim is a junior at Glenbrook South High School 
and plays trombone in the marching band.

Contact Information for Rev. Chris Walters
President & CEO
United Methodist Foundation 
of the Northern Illinois Conference, Inc.
77 W. Washington St., Suite 1820
Chicago, IL 60602
http://umfnic.org, cwalters@umfnic.org
312-334-0703 (office), 815-201-2199 (Google Voice)

Just a reminder ... 
UMCOR / Ukraine

As the humanitarian crisis continues in Ukraine, you can 
continue to donate to UMCOR/Ukraine. Even after the war 
ceases, the people will still be in great need to rebuild 
their country and their lives. 
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Mission and Ou reach

 

These mission projects are linked to scripture. Jesus’ blessings 
during his Sermon on the Mount as recounted in Matthew 5, known 
as the Beatitudes. The projects and ministries described in Mission 
Links are matched with one or more beatitudes that allow the church 
to ‘advance’ the cause of Christ and work for the public good. The 
projects are organized to allow local churches to make a commit-
ment to support local, regional, and international mission projects. 
When giving to Mission Links, you can fill in the amount on your 
giving envelope, or you can write a separate check and write ‘Mis-
sion Links’ on the memo line of the check. 

As we journey into Lent, we focus on Jesus’ withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Like Jesus, it be-
comes a time of personal reflection and sacrifice. This can lead us in many directions, such as fasting, 
prayer, and generosity. This year during Lent, the Mission & Outreach committee at Roselle UMC 
wants to focus on generosity to our neighbors in need. 

Roselle UMC has long had a fund that our pastor has used to help people who are facing financial 
crisis. As examples, this fund has often been used to help people who may be facing large utility bills 
they can’t afford, or perhaps a series of large medical bills that have them on the brink of finan-
cial ruin. Members and friends of Roselle UMC always have given generously to this fund, 
enabling this ministry to continue. 

Recently, the church has been visited more than once by homeless individ-
uals looking to us for help. Clearly, writing a check to pay an overdue bill isn’t 
the answer in this case. During Lent we are asking you to purchase and donate gift 
cards that the pastor can use at her discretion when a homeless individual stops at 
Roselle UMC looking for some type of financial help. We hope to collect a variety of gift 
cards including gas stations, fast food restaurants, grocery stores, or general merchandise 
stores such as Target or Walmart. This way, after talking to an individual, the pastor can use her 
discretion and offer the type of card that best meets the individual’s needs. As an example, in the past, 
people have come to the church in need of gas for their cars. The pastor would be able to supply such 
individuals with gas cards.

We ask that the cards be from the types of businesses identified above. We also ask that they be 
anywhere from $10 to $25 each. We request that you either attach a receipt identifying the value of the 
card or write the value on the card in permanent marker.

Finally, we offer three options to make these donations. First, you can purchase gift cards and 
simply place them in the offering plate on a Sunday morning during Lent. Second, you can purchase 
the cards and mail them to the church office. And third, you can just write a check to the church and 
write “Mission Lenten Project” and the Mission & Outreach committee will do your shopping for you!

The Mission & Outreach committee thanks you for your support of this mission. 

 

Lenten Mission Project 
Continuing through Easter Sunday, April 17

Thank you for donations to UMCOR/Ukraine! Roselle UMC received $2,850 
during the month of March in response to this sudden and urgent need.
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Recently in a small group, I was asked, “Are United 
Methodists going to divide?” They had read something 
on social media that prompted the question and were 
concerned about the church they loved. The church 
where they were baptized, experienced Jesus, started 
in Sunday School, began to pray, learned the scriptures, 
celebrated communion, sang the hymns, were confirmed 
in Christ, joined the youth group, attended church camp, 
began to serve others, started to tithe, met their soul 
mate, exchanged their vows, buried their parents, and 
found support in grief.

Of course, their church had some challenging times 
and disagreements along the way. Occasionally, sever-
al families or some choir members got upset and left for 
what may have been good reasons. Most of them relied 
on each other and formed connections. None of them 
were perfect and their church was not either. It was a 
holy place where they encountered Christ, confessed 
their sin, found forgiveness, hope and direction. No won-
der they were worried that the church—the people they 
love—might divide.

When Good News and the Wesleyan Covenant Asso-
ciation, two related caucuses, announced in March the 
start of a new denomination called the Global Method-
ist Church, people were surprised and concerned. Most 
people expected a General Conference would discuss 
this matter in a democratic assembly of our worldwide 
church. However, these caucuses discredited the decision 
by duly elected delegates to postpone General Confer-
ence and decided to separate.

Will my pastor or my church leave The United Meth-
odist Church? Will I have to choose another congrega-
tion? What happens to the church building, the legacy 
gifts, the memorials, the cemetery? What happens to my 
pension funds? As you can see, things can be complicat-
ed. What are the answers to these questions? Only God 
knows. That is if God spends time on power and politics 
in the church.

In my almost 22 years of being a bishop, I have had 
many churches close and more than a few that have left 
The United Methodist Church to become independent. 
Fortunately, in our Discipline, we have a clear process 
for both a pastor who wants to leave and a church that 
wants to leave. In each case, we begin with sharing our 
faith journey, celebrating our ministry, appreciating 
those who have built a foundation for us, and reviewing 
the reasons for separation.

A pastor who wants to leave surrenders their ordi-
nation credentials or license. We do not permit a pastor 
to hold credentials in two denominations simultaneously. 
The pension funds that have accrued will be vested, and 
the pastor is free to seek other employment. It is always 
helpful for the pastor to meet with the bishop or district 
superintendent to share their change of call, celebrate 
their service, and pray for their transition from our cov-
enant community.

A Letter From Your Bishop John hopkins:

Are United Methodists going to divide?
Although individual members may ask to be re-

moved from membership of a local church at any time, 
a congregation must have an open conversation to en-
sure such a crucial decision is not driven by the pastor, a 
vocal minority, or even persons outside the church. Our 
Discipline has served us well over the years to honor the 
intent of donors who did not want their gifts misused and 
protect a church from authoritarian leaders who did not 
respect our democratic values of decision-making.

Therefore, a congregation that wants to separate will 
need to:

1. Engage in a congregational discernment process 
and fully understand the responsibilities of sepa-
ration prior to any church conference to make an 
official decision.

2. Work with the Conference Trustees to meet ob-
ligations for apportionment payments, property, 
pension liabilities, and similar requirements.

3. Vote by a 2/3 majority of the professing members 
present at a duly called church conference to sepa-
rate and assume the agreed-upon responsibilities.

4. Wait until the request for separation is approved 
at an Annual Conference session.

As you can see, a pastor can leave quickly, but it 
takes time for a local church. Since our conference has 
been meeting regularly for almost 183 years and many 
of our churches are over one hundred years old, we need 
to honor their heritage by taking time for information 
and discernment. At the same time, our heritage has 
respected democratic decision-making in official church 
conferences.

I will regret having any pastor or church leave our 
conference. Our evangelism and mission will be dimin-
ished. We will be less inclusive and diverse. I am also 
concerned that a pastor may not find another church and 
a church that leaves may have difficulty calling a pastor. 
Most importantly, I am concerned that any separation 
will not reflect the heart and way of Jesus for us to grow 
in holiness.

On my desk, I have an 1832 edition of “The Doctrines 
and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” The 
opening page gives a brief account of the rise of Meth-
odism, both in Europe and America, using words from 
John and Charles Wesley: “In 1729, two young men, in 
England, reading the Bible, saw they could not be saved 
without holiness: followed after it, and incited others so 
to do. In 1727, they saw likewise, that men are justified 
before they are sanctified: but still, holiness was their 
object. God then thrust them out to raise a holy people.”

The United Methodist Church introduced me to Jesus 
Christ, who called me to holiness—personal and social. I 
have vowed to uphold our church with my prayers, pres-
ence, gifts, service, and witness. The question of whether 
United Methodists are going to divide is too important to 
leave to any caucus group or conversation on social media. 
It is an individual decision each of us must make.
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NEW YORK, N.Y., Mar. 2, 2022: United Methodist Wom-
en is now United Women in Faith! The move is part of a 
refreshing of the organization that includes a new logo 
and an array of new and improved programs to nurture 
current members and welcome new women to join to put 
their love in action on behalf of women, children, and 
youth.

The organization announced the new operating name 
in the March-April edition of Response, its bimonthly 
magazine for members, and has launched the rebrand 
with a new website and Facebook. The new programs 
are fruits of research conducted over the past five years 
with more than 24,000 United Methodists and women of 
other Christian traditions participating in the surveys, 
focus groups, and interviews. This input informed the 
prayerful discernment of staff and elected leaders.

The changes are designed to address the different 
needs and life stages of current members and new wom-
en and expand options for membership and engagement. 
The new name also aims to welcome current members 
whose local churches may choose to disaffiliate from The 
United Methodist Church as well as women of other faith 
traditions who want to join.

New and innovative programs will be rolled out 
throughout 2022, including:

• A new, easier-to-navigate website with a home-
page designed to pique new women’s interest in 
United Women in Faith and a special portal set 
to come online later this year where members 
can log in to access additional resources.

• A new “All-Access” National Membership Option 
enables women to join United Women in Faith 
via the new website and participate online or 
in-person at local units or larger events.

• Soul Care Retreats, a pilot recruitment program 
for members and their nonmember friends and 
new women-focused on nurturing women’s bod-
ies, minds, and spirits.

• Innovations to Mission u, the organization’s long-
time spiritual growth and transformative educa-
tion program. Beginning in spring 2022, Mission 
u will introduce new curricula each year—one 
for children, one for youth, and one for adults—

all focused on a shared biblical theme. The new 
Mission u curricula will be more adaptable for 
use in small groups, local churches, vacation Bi-
ble schools, retreats, and other settings. Through 
these vibrant, relevant, justice-oriented,and bib-
lically centered curricula, Mission u will contin-
ue its commitment to learning together for the 
transformation of the world and expand its im-
pact.

• More targeted giving options and new interac-
tive online resources for members.

“This is an exciting time for our organization!” said 
Harriett Jane Olson, CEO of United Women in Faith. 
“Looking back, we see the through lines for our organi-
zation—faith in God, love for each other, and commit-
ment to putting our faith into action supporting wom-
en, children, and youth. These commitments have been 
expressed in different ways at different times using dif-
ferent names, always calling women to world-changing 
action. This combination of a new look, more accessible 
resources for members, and new ways to participate, po-
sitions us for impact in our own journeys and in how we 
engage the world that God so loves.”

‘Ainise ‘Isama’u, United Women in Faith board pres-
ident, said the changes express the organization’s core 
values in ways that will excite current members and in-
vite new women to join us.

“I’m confident our members will be excited about 
these changes,” she said. “Together we are creating more 
opportunities for engagement with more women through 
new programs and updates of long-standing programs 
that embody our core values. Things change. People 
change. But God remains, and that continues to be the 
purpose behind everything that we do in this organiza-
tion.”

The organization remains incorporated in New York 
as United Methodist Women and is doing business as 
United Women in Faith.

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nur-
ture women through Christian spiritual formation, lead-
ership development, creative fellowship, and education 
so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and 
global communities.
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Roselle UMC Community Food Pantry is at the forefront of eliminating hunger in 
our community. But they need a little help from you. Every month they ask for special 
items that are in short supply. Buy a few things from the list below, and just place them 
in the wooden collection box at the top of the stairs. Or give a financial donation to 
the Food Pantry. Just indicate on your giving envelope, or one of the envelopes in the 
pew-rack, how much you would like to donate to the Food Pantry. If writing a separate 
check, please put ‘Food Pantry’ on the memo line of your check. 

April Needs for the Food Pantry
For the month of April the Food Pantry is asking for donations of:

• Pasta
• Tomato Basil Soup
• Grilling marinade or seasoning
• Brown Rice
• Barbecue Sauce
• Paper Towels

Remember, if you give a cash donation to the Roselle UMC Community Food 
Pantry $1 will purchase food valued at $8 from the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank. Your donation will provide a generous amount of food for those in need.

 

DuPagePads
The Solution to End Homelessness

On April 1st, PADS finalized their purchase of the 
Red Roof Inn in Downers Grove. The organization 
will then plan to have as many as 250 homeless cli-
ents living there. Currently there are nearly 200.

Our church volunteers are still delivering Fac-
tor meals on the fourth Thursday every month. We 
supplement each meal with fresh fruit, and small 
packages of cookies or other treats. We will continue 
doing this throughout the spring and summer. Other 
churches and faith organizations are delivering these 

meals every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.
PADS is still relying on donations for the oth-

er days, and for lunches and breakfasts everyday, 
as well as toiletries for the clients.  Please consider 
donating much needed items such as size 5 diapers, 
instant coffee packets and/or jars (no decaf), Hor-
mel meals, sunscreen, bug spray, sunglasses, and 
sun hats for spring and summer.  Please bring these 
items to church, and they will be delivered to the 
PADS office in late-April or early May.

 Thank you for your help and support. 
 Cindy Sheely and all our volunteers appreciate your generosity to those who have so little. 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

It can be so easy to forget about the poor in 
our communities and the world at large. 
But, as Christians, we are invited to live 
with a deep consciousness of our brothers/
sisters. Whether it is through our giving, 
our prayers, or our time, we are to care for 
the poor.
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United Women in Faith
(formerly United Methodist Women)

Hanging baskets for your patio or deck
On Sunday, May 1 and Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, the  
United Women in Faith will be selling hanging baskets for your 
patio or deck. We will offer red and pink Ivy Geranium hang-
ing baskets and mixed color 
Impatiens hanging baskets.

This is our first venture 
into a plant sale, so we have 
ordered just the hanging bas-
kets. If all goes well, next year 
we will be able to offer a larger 
variety of plants. For this year, 
we will not have any annual 
bedding plants nor any vegeta-
ble plants.

Far right: Pink Ivy Geranium 
hanging basket. Right: Mixed color 

Impatiens hanging basket.


